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ands knew their poverty, and had a tinge of sym-
pathy with the arts.

The ecclesiastical authorities were so severe on
heresy that a friend of mine, who had married an
English lady who remained a Protestant, was
brought before the Inquisition (the " Holy Office ")
and put under the severest pressure to compel his
wife to abstain from attending the English church
outside the Porta del Popolo. He escaped ulterior
consequences only by appealing to the French author-
ities, he being a surgeon in the service of the French
garrison. For common morality there was little
care. The sexual relations were flagrantly loose,
and the scandal even of some of the great digni-
taries was widespread. AntonelFs amours were the
subject of common gossip, and most of the parish
priests were in undisguised marital relations with
their housekeepers; nor was this considered as at all
to their discredit by the population at large. One
of the leading Liberals, permitted to remain in the
city on account of the importance of his industry,
one of the great goldsmiths' works, told me that
the Liberals never permitted the priests to frequent
their houses, as they invariably conspired to corrupt
the newly married women, unmarried girls being
unmolested. In the lower circles of the bourgeoisie
it was a matter of common knowledge that the
husbands openly made a traffic of the virtue of their
wives; and in my personal acquaintance amongst the
artists, I knew of a number of cases in which the
artist had the wife as a mistress for a fixed compen-
sation to the husband.ehat Pennsylvania and New Jerseyey assumed himnds and promising support-
